AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

PART 2500—OAO FEDERAL FINAN-
CIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS—
GENERAL AWARD ADMINISTRA-
TIVE PROCEDURES

Subpart A—General Information

Sec.

2500.001 Applicability of regulations.

2500.002 Definitions.

2500.003 Other applicable statutes and regu-
lations.

Subpart B—Pre-Award: Solicitation and
Proposals

2500.011
2500.012
2500.013
2500.014
2500.015

Competition.

Requests for proposals.

Types of proposals.

Eligibility requirements.

Content of a proposal.

2500.016 Submission of a proposal.

2500.017 Confidentiality of proposals and
awards.

2500.018 Electronic submission.

Subpart C—Pre-Award: Proposal Review
and Evaluation

2500.021
2500.022
2500.023

Guiding principles.

Preliminary proposal review.

Selection of reviewers.

2500.024 Evaluation criteria.

2500.025 Procedures to minimize or elimi-
nate duplication of effort.

2500.026 Applicant feedback.

Subpart D—Award
2500.031 Administration.

Subpart E—Post-Award and Closeout

2500.041
2500.042
2500.043
2500.044
2500.045
2500.046
2500.047
2500.048

Payment.

Cost sharing and matching.

Program income.

Indirect costs.

Technical reporting.

Financial reporting.

Project meetings.

Review of disallowed costs.

2500.049 Prior approvals.

2500.050 Suspension, termination, and with-
holding of support.

2500.051 Debt collection.

2500.052 Award appeals procedures.

2500.0563 Expiring appropriations.

2500.065 Audit.

2500.056 Civil rights.

Subpart F—Outreach and Assistance for
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and
Ranchers Program

2500.101 Applicability of regulations.
2500.102 Purpose.

61

2500.103
2500.104
2500.105
2500.106
2500.107
2500.108
2500.109

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 6934, 7 U.S.C. 2279.

SOURCE: 76 FR 66170, Oct. 26, 2011, unless
otherwise noted.

Definitions.

Eligibility requirements.
Project types and priorities.
Funding restrictions.
Matching.

Term of award.

Program requirements.

Subpart A—General Information

§2500.001 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in subparts A
through E of this part apply to the pro-
grams authorized under section 14013 of
the FCEA to be administered within
the Office of Advocacy and Outreach
(OAO). The purpose of this part is to
set forth regulations for competitive
and noncompetitive grants, coopera-
tive agreements, and other assistance
agreements awarded through OAO.

§2500.002 Definitions.

Applicant means the entity that has
submitted a proposal in response to an
OAO Request For Proposal (RFP).

Authorized Departmental Officer (ADO)
means the Secretary or any employee
of the Department with delegated au-
thority to issue or modify award in-
struments on behalf of the Secretary.

Authorized Organizational Representa-
tive (AOR) means the President or Chief
Executive Officer of the applicant orga-
nization or the official, designated by
the President or Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the applicant organization, who
has the authority to commit the re-
sources of the organization to the
project.

Award means financial assistance
that provides support to accomplish a
public purpose. Awards may be grants,
cooperative agreements, or other as-
sistance agreements.

Award agreement means the agree-
ment between OAO and the awardee
which sets forth the terms and condi-
tions under which the OAO funds will
be made available. Award agreement is
used as a general term to describe
grant agreements, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance agree-
ments.

Award closeout means the process by
which the award operation is concluded



§2500.003

at the expiration of the award period or
following a decision to terminate the
award.

Award period means the timeframe of
the award from the beginning date to
the ending date as defined in the award
agreement.

Awardee means the entity designated
in the grant agreement, cooperative
agreement, or other assistance agree-
ment as the legal entity to which the
award is given.

Baseline monitoring is the minimum,
basic monitoring that will take place
on an ongoing basis throughout the
lifetime of every award.

Beginning date means the date the
award agreement is executed by the
awardee and OAO and from which costs
can be incurred.

Community-based organization means a
nongovernmental organization with a
well-defined constituency that includes
all or part of a particular community.

Cooperative agreement means the
award of funds to an eligible awardee
to assist in meeting the costs of con-
ducting a project which is intended and
designed to accomplish the purpose of
the program as identified in the RFP,
and where substantial involvement is
expected between OAO and the awardee
when carrying out the activities in-
cluded in the agreement. This agree-
ment may also be referred to more gen-
erally as an award.

Department means the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Disallowed costs means the use of Fed-
eral financial assistance funds for un-
authorized activities or items as stipu-
lated in the applicable Federal cost
principles (2 CFR part 220, 2 CFR part
225, and 2 CFR part 230).

Ending date means the date the award
agreement is scheduled to be com-
pleted. It is also the latest date award
funds will be provided under the award
agreement, without an approved time
extension.

Participant means an individual or
entity that participates in awardee-led
activities funded under the award
agreement. Furthermore, a participant
is any individual or entity who has ap-
plied for, otherwise participated in, or
received a payment, or other benefit as
a result of participating in an activity
funded by an OAO award.
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Partnering means a joint effort
among two or more eligible entities
with the capacity to conduct projects
intended and designed to accomplish
the purpose of the program.

Program leader means the program su-
pervisor within OAO.

Project means activities supported
under an OAO award.

Project Director (PD) means the indi-
vidual designated by the awardee in
the proposal and award documentation,
and approved by the ADO who is re-
sponsible for the direction and manage-
ment of the award.

Project Officer (PO) means an indi-
vidual within OAO who is responsible
for the programmatic oversight of the
award on behalf of the Department.

Request for Proposals (RFP) means an
official USDA funding opportunity. At
OAO discretion, funding opportunities
may be referred to as request for pro-
posals, request for applications, notice
of funding availability, or funding op-
portunity.

Review panel means an evaluation
process involving qualified individuals
within the relevant field to give advice
on the merit of proposals submitted to
OAO.

Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Agri-
culture to whom authority may be del-
egated.

Terminate funding means the can-
cellation of Federal assistance, in
whole or in part, at any time before the
ending date.

§2500.003 Other applicable
and regulations.

statutes

Several Federal statutes and regula-
tions apply to proposals for Federal as-
sistance considered for review and to
grants and cooperative agreements
awarded by OAO. These include, but
are not limited to:

(a) 7T CFR Part 1, Subpart A—USDA
implementation of the Freedom of In-
formation Act;

(b) 7T CFR Part 3—USDA implementa-
tion of OMB Circular No. A-129, regard-
ing debt management;

(c) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (Pub. L. 88-352), as amended, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, or national origin, and 7
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